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The Equality Act 2010 requires the Council to have due regard to the need to 

· eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation;

· advance equality of opportunity between different groups; and

· foster good relations between different groups

Section 1: What is being assessed?
1.1
Name of proposal to be assessed.
Review of Sports Facilities Budget Saving £497k
1.2
Describe the proposal under assessment and what change it would result in if implemented.
The purpose of this EIA is to evaluate the potential impacts of the proposed closure of Baildon Recreation Centre on various equality groups within the Bradford community.
The centre has been a hub for local activities, providing sports facilities, community events, and social gatherings. The decision to close the centre is driven by financial constraints and the need to reallocate resources.

The closure from the 1st April 2025. will impact on users, including dance groups, Shipley Model Railway Society, fitness classes and casual recreation bookings for badminton and other activities.
Section 2: What the impact of the proposal is likely to be

2.1 Will this proposal advance equality of opportunity for people who share a protected characteristic and/or foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those that do not? If yes, please explain further.
No, 
2.2 Will this proposal have a positive impact and help to eliminate discrimination and harassment against, or the victimisation of people who share a protected characteristic? If yes, please explain further.
No.
2.3 Will this proposal potentially have a negative or disproportionate impact on people who share a protected characteristic?  If yes, please explain further. 

The proposal to close Baildon Recreation Centre will reduce the availability of sports facilities.  The facility serves a unique catchment, and all current users of Baildon Recreation Centre will be affected by the closure.
Many of Baildon’s users are however in the older age groups and it is therefore on this protected characteristic that there is the greater impact, 
2.4 Please indicate the level of negative impact on each of the protected characteristics.
(Please indicate high (H), medium (M), low (L), no effect (N) for each) 

	Protected Characteristics:
	Impact

(H, M, L, N)

	Age
	L-M

	Disability
	L

	Gender reassignment
	L

	Race
	L

	Religion/Belief
	L

	Pregnancy and maternity
	L

	Sexual Orientation
	L

	Sex
	L

	Marriage and civil partnership
	L

	Additional Consideration:
	

	Low income/low wage
	L

	Care Leavers
	L


2.5 
How could the disproportionate negative impacts be mitigated or eliminated? 
(Note: Legislation and best practice require mitigations to be considered)
Negative Impacts:

· Reduced access to sports and recreational facilities for children and young people.

· Increased social isolation for elderly and disabled individuals.

· Loss of a community hub for social and cultural activities.
To mitigate against the negative impacts, the following actions are proposed:

· Providing alternative venues for key activities.

· Offering transportation support to access other facilities.

· Ensuring clear communication about available alternatives.

The impact of the closure will be monitored through regular feedback from the community and periodic reviews of service usage at alternative facilities.

The Fitness classes will relocate to Shipley Pool and will therefore continue in a new nearby location.
Alternative sites have been identified for badminton, including other nearby sports facilities and this has been communicated to customers.
The Shipley Model Railway Society is to be relocated to a suitable alternative location which will allow the society to continue.
Section 3: Dependencies from other proposals 

3.1
Please consider which other services would need to know about your proposal and the impacts you have identified.  Identify below which services you have consulted, and any consequent additional equality impacts that have been identified. 
The closure of Baildon Recreation Centre will also impact on two other service areas; The Countryside and Rights of Way Team, and Outdoor Adventure, Both of which will eventually need to relocate to an alternative site.

Whilst there are no equality impacts regarding moving the Countryside and Rights of Way team depot, the Outdoor Adventure team provide cycling and outdoor activities for school users, it will be necessary to complete an Equality Impact Assessments when the move is planned, and a new location is considered for this service.
Section 4: What evidence you have used?
4.1
What evidence do you hold to back up this assessment? 
Income and attendance records and data for Baildon
4.2
Do you need further evidence?

· A further Equalities Impact Assessment will be required to understand the impact of relocating the Outdoor Adventure team’s activities.
Section 5: Consultation Feedback

5.1
Results from any previous consultations prior to the proposal development.
A consultation event was held with existing users.  Users fed back that they did not support the decision to close the centre
Further discussion took place regarding alternative locations, and this was specific to each group and remains ongoing.
The Fitness classes will relocate to Shipley Pool and will therefore continue in a new nearby location.

Alternative sites have been identified for badminton, including other nearby sports facilities and this has been communicated to customers.

The Shipley Model Railway Society is to be relocated to a suitable alternative location which will allow the society to continue.
5.2
The departmental feedback you provided on the previous consultation (as at 
5.1).
N/A

5.3
Feedback from current consultation following the proposal development (e.g. following approval by Executive for budget consultation).
There is considerable opposition to the closure of Baildon Recreation Centre from all existing users following the decision at Full Council. This Includes feedback from older people as a protected characteristic.
The centre’s activities for older people are to be relocated to alternative sites nearby.

The impact of the closure will be monitored through regular feedback from the community and periodic reviews of service usage at alternative facilities.

5.4
Your departmental response to the feedback on the current consultation (as at 5.3) – include any changes made to the proposal as a result of the feedback.
Discussions with the user groups will remain ongoing until to identify alternative locations for all activities.
The impact of the closure will be monitored through regular feedback from the community and periodic reviews of service usage at alternative facilities.
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